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H Y D E  P A R K  S E L E C T B O A R D  
M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  

August 9, 2012 
 

All minutes are draft until approved by the Selectboard; please check future minutes for approval of these minutes.  
Meetings may be video taped and such recordings are held by Green Mountain Access Television – Recording Info: 

PO Box 581, Hyde Park, VT  05655; info@greenmountainaccess.tv or 802-851-1592 
 
Members Present: Brian Jones (BJ), Vice-Chair; Mike Dubie (MD); Roland Boivin (RB); and 

Roger Audet (RA) 
Members Absent: David Gagnier (DG), Chair 
Others Present: Ron Rodjenski, Town Administrator; Carolyn Jones; Jack Anderson; Ralph 

Larson; Jim and Vicky Grant; Eugene Leon; Raven Walters; Maxine Adams; 
Also see attached attendance list; Green Mountain Access Television 
videotaped this meeting. 

DG called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

1. Welcome and Public Comment – No public was received. 

2. Review Minutes –  Motion by MD to approve the July 12, 2012 and June 24, 2012 minutes, as 
written. Seconded by RB.   Voting: 4 in favor, 0 against, motion passed. 

3. Ralph Larson, Noise Ordinance – Larson advised that the current town noise ordinance 
could be improved to define what is as a nuisance noise, noting that he understands that the 
Sheriff uses the ambiguous state law rather than the town ordinance.  In addition to 
clarification, Larson said he would like to see the town keep the noise level “at the property 
line” as the impact area to be enforced and also maintaining that legal hunting activities does 
not constitute a nuisance noise.  

4. Jim Grant, Noise on Webster Road – Jim advised that the current noise ordinance is 
available on the town website and he would like to see it enforced.  Jim read a prepared 
statement regarding the increasing noise, primarily since 2008, which he has observed from 
the Webster Barn in his house, which he wants to stop.  Jim stated that Ralph has tried to 
mitigate the noise but feels the amplified music continues to be an evasion of privacy.  Jim 
invited the LCSD to his home this past July to hear the noise and the town should have that 
report on file.  Eugene Leon submitted a petition signed by 70 residents that asked the 
Selectboard to reconsider the existing noise ordinance and allow events, such as the 
upcoming Labor Day “Hick Jam” he is planning at the Common Acres Campground.  Leon 
feels that the noise ordinance inhibits local businesses and he is trying to hold a non-profit 
benefit concert to support the Laraway School to start a music program.  The 3-day event will 
have two stages and will go until late evening hours with a significant benefit to the community.  
Leon asked that the Selectboard make a provision, possibly a special permit, for community 
events of these types.  Jim Grant advised Eugene on July 14, 2012 that there were no zoning 
permits or town approvals for his Labor Day event.  Eugene advised that only Mr. Grant has an 
issue with the noise that has already occurred at the campground.  Joyce Chalue stated that 
she is closest to the campground and in one prior noise issues; she received good response 
from Eugene to address her concerns.  Joyce expressed her concern for increased traffic and 
road safety generated by the Webster Barn events.  Susan Hudson advised that she is a part-
time resident on Webster Road and neither the noise or event attendees at the Webster Barn 
have bothered her.  Susan asked that the Webster Barn be allowed to continue through Labor 
Day and that she has not had any issues with Campground.  Ralph Larson advised that music 
will be shut down at 11:00 p.m. for the rest of the summer events at the Webster Barn and no 
future events, after Labor Day, will be held at the Webster Barn.  Vicky Grant stated that they 
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did not want to shut the barn events down; it was only the amplified music that caused them to 
take action this year.  In the past, Vicky noted, weddings were not as noisy and they found the 
events to be acceptable. Mr. Chalue encouraged the town to allow the weddings to continue 
and Mr. Larson shouldn’t be stopped because of one landowner.  In response to Mr. Chalue’s 
complaint that he is not allowed to operate his ATV near Mr. Grant’s home, Jim Grant advised 
that their property is open to neighbors for that use, but with permission.  Joyce Chalue was 
concerned that the Grant’s would next go after other area businesses.  Jim Grant clarified that 
businesses need to be properly permitted and if they are, then there is no issue.  The Board 
closed the discussion and advised that they would not take any action tonight but the town 
would continue to monitor the Act 250 enforcement process that has begun on both the 
Webster Barn and Campground activities. 

5. Hyde Park Elementary School Board, “Next 100” – HPES Board Chair Raven Walters and 
Maxine Adams appeared to seek comment on the school’s facility planning.  Maxine advised 
that this meeting with the Selectboard is phase one of the school’s communication plan to 
reach out to the community.  Walters advised that there is a lot to fix at the school and the 
board needs to decide if major renovation or rebuild is better than continuing to make repairs.  
Walters advised that to date, the community input has been favorable toward staying at the 
current site compared to finding a new property to build a new school.  RA suggested looking 
at the church rectory in the village which may be sold and provide another option.  Black River 
Design did a preliminary assessment which indicated staying on the existing site as the most 
feasible and cost-effective. 

6. Highway – Motion by MD to approve the Lepito access permit for work in a Class 4 town 
highway.  Seconded by RB.  Voting: 4 – 0 in favor, motion passed.  Rodjenski handed out a 
letter from Judi Womack asking about the status of paving the road in front of her house and 
dust control. 

7. Facility Use Policy – The Board reviewed the options for additional insurance coverage when 
a softball event is to allow alcohol consumption on town property.  The board discussed 
options and what specific requirements will be incorporated into the policy to allow alcohol 
consumption at both the Grange Hall and Recreation Fields.  Deanna Judkins will seek some 
comments on the insurance requirements from the recreation fields committee and send them 
along to the Selectboard before the board takes final action on the policy. 

8. Purchase Orders – Rodjenski reviewed PO#0007 proposing a new town server for the town 
office computer network. Motion by MD to approve PO #0007 with the unbudgeted expense of 
about $2,440 to come from FY13 general fund balance.  Voting: 4 in favor, 0 against, motion 
passed.  Motion by MD to approve PO #0001 through #0006.  Seconded by RA. Voting: 4 – 0 
in favor, motion passed.   

9. Receive Reports: The Board accepted and reviewed the July 2012 LCSD Police Incident 
Report. 

10. Letter from Lisa Hill – An email letter was received dated August 7, 2012 from Lisa Hill on 
Route 100 expressing her concern for night time noise from the campground, Webster Barn 
and the Lanphear Farm.  

11. Zoning Permits – Motion by MD to approve the application for site alteration permit #2012-
029 at the town offices and authorize DG to sign the application.  Seconded by RA.  Voting: 4 
– 0 in favor, motion passed. 

12. Better Backroads RFP – The Board reviewed the four responses to the July 10, 2012 RFP.  
Motion by MD to approve W&S to complete the work as low bid, all firms were well qualified.  
Seconded RB.  Voting: 4 in favor, 0 against, motion passed. 
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13. MSHA Inspection 08/07/2012 – MD reviewed the MSHA (federal agency) inspection of the 
gravel pit and also the condition of town record-keeping.  The MSHA inspector said Hyde Park 
was doing an excellent job overall, compared to other municipalities in New England.  Great 
job! Ryan, Mark, Mike and Ken! 

14. 2012 VTrans Bicycle Program – Rodjenski asked if the Selectboard was interested in a 
applying for funds to study a potential crossing of Route 15 at Johnson Street.  Motion by RA 
to apply to the 2012 VT Bicycle and Pedestrian program to study options for creating a safe 
crossing of Route 15 to connect the Village and Lamoille Union High School.  Seconded by 
MD.  Discussion:  The board was concerned about who would maintain the sidewalk along 
Route 15 and expected that this issued would be addressed in the report, with input from 
VTrans.  Voting:  4 in favor, 0 against, motion passed.  Rodjenski noted that the application is 
due August 24th. 

15. Town Orders – Motion by RA to approve the payroll orders.  Seconded by RB.  Voting: 4 in 
favor, 0 against, 1 abstained (MD – town employee), motion passed.  Motion by RA to approve 
town warrants.  Seconded by MD.  Voting: 4 in favor, 0 against, motion passed. 

16. Other Business – RA invited the other three board members to a meeting with the North Hyde 
Park / Eden Fire Department to review the process the department followed to select their new 
fire rescue truck.  The meeting is on Thursday August 16th at the NHPFD. 

17. Training expenses – Rodjenski reviewed the current limited training budget available to town 
employees and advised that this should be looked at in more detail for future budgets.  At the 
current time, Kim Moulton is considering a two-day training in Killington and it is easier and 
costs about the same to stay over for one night versus drive back and forth.  The Board agreed 
that it made sense to pay for one night’s lodging for Kim. 

18. Adjourn – Motion by BJ to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.  Seconded by MD.  So voted. 
 


