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1.1 Enactment

1.0 AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE

These bylaws, set forth in this text and maps, are hereby established as authorized in 24 V.S.A. §4402
of the Vermont Municipal and Regional Planning and Development Act (Title 24, Chapter 117 of the
Vermont Statutes Annotated V.S.A.) hereinafter referred to as “the Act” and have been enacted in
accordance with the “Act”.

In accordance with the Act, the Town of Hyde Park, Vermont establishes zoning and subdivision
regulations known as the “Hyde Park Land Use and Development Regulations,” hereinafter referred to
as the “Bylaw”.
1.2 Applicability

No land development may be undertaken or effected within the Town of Hyde Park, excluding the land
within the Village of Hyde Park, except in conformance with these bylaws.
a. Development includes, but is not limited to:

i. The construction, reconstruction, conversion, alteration, relocation, or enlargement of
any building or other structure including the replacement of a mobile home.

ii. Any earth moving requiring heavy machinery, the construction of any pond or lake, or of
any mining, excavation, or landfill.

iii. Any change in use of any structure or land or part thereof.

iv. Adjusting or relocating the boundary between two or more parcels.
v. Dividing a parcel into two or more lots.

b. Development does not include:

i. Normal maintenance and repair of an existing structure that does not result in any change
to the footprint or height dimensions of the structure, an increase in wastewater
generation, or a change in use.

ii. The internal alteration of existing structures that do not result in a change in the use or
external appearance of property.

iii. The external alteration or improvement of existing structures, which does not result in
an increase to the footprint of the structure, increase in finished floor area, or a change
in the use or character of the property.

iv. Structures that do not exceed 300 square feet in floor area providing such structures
meet setback requirements and:
1.
are outside of the Flood Hazard Areas, and
2.
are unattached and unfinished residential sheds, or,
3.
are additions to existing residential structures that are not heated and do not
have water and wastewater facilities and are not combined with additional
similar unfinished space to exceed 300 sq. ft.
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Applicability; Land Development Does Not Include - continued

v. Uses of land that do not include grading and landfilling of land, or a structure or the
storage of materials.

vi. The grading and landfilling or landscaping of land when not associated with other land
development provided existing drainage patterns are not substantially altered onto
adjacent properties. This exemption does not include landfilling with new materials
from outside the limits of the parcel except for areas within 50 feet of existing
residential structures that are not subject to review under flood hazard, wetland or
other environmental rules and regulations. New materials include, but are not limited
to, soil, sand, stone, and/or gravel.

vii. Landscaping, tree removal and other improvements to a parcel not subject to specific
provisions in this Bylaw or regulated by State law.

viii. Reasonable modifications in order to afford persons with a disability full enjoyment of
the premises, including, as provided by the Fair Housing Act but not limited to,
installation of access ramps compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
ix. The demolition of structures.

x. The use of a minor portion of a dwelling unit, for a home occupation that meets the
limitations established under the “Home Occupation” provisions of this bylaw,
including one sign on the same parcel advertising the home occupation which does
not exceed six (6) square feet on each of two sides and which otherwise complies with
the sign regulations in this Bylaw.

xi. Farming including:
1.

Accepted agricultural practices and best management practices (AAP’s,
BMP’s) as defined by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food, and Markets
and 24 V.S.A. §4413(d).
2.
The construction or alteration of farm structures; however such construction
or alteration shall meet setbacks required by these bylaws, unless specifically
waived by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Markets. Written
notification, including a sketch plan showing the proposed structure and any
signage and associated setback distances from road rights-of-way, property
lines, and surface waters, together with any waiver from the State, if required
for setback distances, shall be submitted to the Administrative Officer prior to
construction, as required under the AAPs and 24 V.S.A. §4413(d)
xii. Forestry including:
1.

Accepted management practices for silviculture (forestry) as defined by the
Commissioner of Forests, Parks, and Recreation and the Act §4413(d).
2.
The construction of logging roads and bridges provided the roads and bridges
are used exclusively for agriculture or forestry.
xiii. Power generation and transmission facilities, if exempt from local review and regulated
under 30 V.S.A. §248 by the Vermont Public Service Board, expect that all ground
mounted solar and other energy generation projects shall be reviewed and screened in
accordance with Section 10.1(A) of these bylaws.

xiv. Hunting, fishing, and trapping as specified under 24 V.S.A. §2295 on private or public
land. This does not include facilities supporting such activities, such as firing ranges or
rod and gun clubs, which for the purposes of these bylaws are defined as outdoor
recreation facilities.
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Applicability; Land Development Does Not Include - continued

xv. Electric Vehicle Charging Stations intended for use by residents, employees, or guests
of the principal use of the lot, but not made available to the general public.

xvi. Garage sales, yard sales, auctions, or similar activities that do not exceed four (4)
consecutive days, nor more than thirty (30) total days in any calendar year.

xvii. One banner flag not exceeding 12 square feet in size attached to the primary structure,
on one single post or a free-standing sign post, and only displayed during the hours a
business is open to the public.

xviii. Residential flags or banners and other residential yard decorations.

xix. One temporary free-standing “sandwich board” sign not exceeding 12 square feet on
each of no more than two sides which is displayed on the property where the activity
occurs and only when the business or other activity is open to the general public.

Unless specifically exempted herein, no land development shall commence within the area affected by
these regulations without a zoning permit therefore issued by the Administrative Officer.

This bylaw shall not repeal, abrogate, or impair any other land use controls, including but not limited to
statutes, regulations, rules, ordinances, permits, easements, deed restrictions, and covenants.
However, the provisions of this bylaw shall be minimum requirements and shall, therefore, take
precedence over any concurrent and less restrictive controls.

The issuance of a permit under these bylaws shall not relieve the applicant from the obligation of obtaining
any necessary approvals by federal or state law.
A state or federal law may exempt certain land development from obtaining local zoning approval,
however, the exemption would only apply to the specific items regulated by the state or federal law.

Accessory structures or related uses not specifically exempt from local zoning are subject to prior review
under this bylaw.
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1.3 Intent

It is the intent of these bylaws:



To implement the Town of Hyde Park Comprehensive Development Plan so as to
achieve orderly community growth, development, and fair property taxation;

To effect the purpose of l0 V.S.A. Chapter 32 (flood hazard regulations), and in
accordance with 24 V.S.A. §§4411(b)(3)(G) and 4424, as amended, there are hereby
established Flood Hazard Area Zoning Bylaws for the Town of Hyde Park, Lamoille
County, Vermont. The purpose of these provisions is to:
1. Minimize and prevent the loss of life and property, the disruption of commerce,
the impairment of the tax base, and the extraordinary public expenditures and
demands on public service that results from flooding;

2. Ensure that the design and construction of development in flood hazard areas is
accomplished in a manner that minimizes or eliminates the potential for flood
damage;
3. Manage all flood hazard areas designated pursuant to 10 V.S.A. §753;
4. Make wise use of agricultural land in flood prone areas; and


5. Make landowners and the Municipality eligible for Federal Flood Insurance.

To further the purposes of the 24 V.S.A. §4302, including, to encourage the appropriate
development of all lands.

1.4 Effective Date

These bylaws shall be effective twenty-one (21) days after adoption (by majority vote of the Town
Selectboard) and shall remain in effect until repealed or amended in accordance with the Act
§4442(c)(1).

The vote on these bylaws shall not take effect if, within twenty-one (21) days of the original vote to
adopt by the Town Selectboard, five percent (5%) of the voters of the Municipality file a petition for a
meeting of the Municipality to consider the bylaws or amendment of them. In that case, a meeting of
the Municipality shall be duly warned for the purpose of acting upon the bylaws or amendment of them
by Australian ballot [the Act §4442(d)]. All zoning and subdivision regulations previously in effect for
the Town of Hyde Park are repealed as of the effective date of these bylaws.
1.5 Amendment

These bylaws, including any zoning maps incorporated by reference, may be amended or repealed
only in accordance with the requirements and procedures established in the Act.
1.6 Severability

The provisions of these bylaws are severable. In the event that any part of these bylaws, or their
application, is judicially determined to be invalid, such determination shall not affect the validity of any
other part of these bylaws or their application.
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3.0 PURPOSE OF ZONING DISTRICTS AND OVERLAYS

3.1 North Hyde Park Village District

The North Hyde Park Village District, or the “North Village”, includes areas surrounding the North Hyde
Park Post Office, including areas along Route 100 and Ferry Street, as well as residential side streets.
The purpose of this District is to provide for a compact mix of residential, retail, commercial, and
industrial enterprises. Development in North Hyde Park Village will provide goods and services for
residents of North Hyde Park, as well as neighboring communities such as Johnson and Eden. Reuse
and restoration of existing buildings, as well as new development, is encouraged to accomplish this
goal.

For purpose of these bylaws, this District is divided into two distinct areas: The Core Area and the
Village Area. The Core Area consists of the core of the Village along Route 100 and extending along
Ferry Street to Heath Road. In the Core Area, buildings are tightly spaced and located close to the
roadway. Most buildings have one or two stories, though there are several larger buildings. A mix of
uses is anticipated in this area. Several industrial properties are also located in the Core Area. These
industrial uses should be allowed to continue to operate and evolve their operations as necessary,
though landscaping may be required to buffer major neighboring uses if major expansions occur.
The North Village Area consists primarily of residential uses and side streets. A mix of residential uses,
including both single and multi-family homes, is expected to occur in these areas. The District includes
several large undeveloped parcels. If these parcels are subdivided in the future, a network of connected
streets should be developed. In some cases, this may require reserving rights-of-way for future
extensions in the event that neighboring properties are developed.

In addition to being a State highway, Route 100 serves as the “Main Street” through North Hyde Park
Village. As the area develops, it will be necessary to create pedestrian infrastructure and streetscape
improvements to accommodate the needs of both through traffic and local residents and customers.
Installation of such infrastructure or reservation of rights-of-way for these purposes should be a
condition of approval for development in this area.
Sufficient parking is necessary for commercial viability. However, on-site parking lots should not be
allowed to dominate the visual appearance of Route 100. New parking lots should be located to the
side or rear of buildings when possible. If off-street parking must be located in front of a building, it shall
occupy no more than 50% of the frontage and shall be landscaped to minimize its appearance. Use of
shared and off-site lots to accommodate parking needs is strongly encouraged. Creation of new onstreet parking is also supported, provided VTrans approval is obtained.
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3.8 Conservation-27 District

The Conservation-27 District includes lands within Green River Reservoir State Park and other areas
of Town owned by the Morrisville Water and Light Department in association with their Green River
Reservoir hydro-electric dam. These lands are generally within view of boaters on the reservoir and
have very high scenic values. This area is best suited for forest management, wildlife management,
recreation, and very low-density seasonal housing. These lands are also characterized by steep slopes,
shallow soils, and limited road access and are generally far from public services. Like the Conservation10 District, the area is best suited for forest and wildlife management, agriculture, recreation, and
seasonal dwellings. New development and subdivision, including driveways and utilities associated
with seasonal dwellings, shall be located to minimize the extent of forest clearing required. Forest
fragmentation and tree removal shall be kept to a minimum. Planned Unit Development provisions are
recommended to preserve these important resources and to determine limited sites for any new
seasonal development. Clearing limits may be imposed around new development sites. Similarly, any
conditional use must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the DRB that the property is accessible to
emergency service providers during occupation or operation.
3.9 Wellhead Protection Area Overlay

The Wellhead Protection Area (WHPA) Overlay applies to lands adjacent to the sources supplying any
public water supply on the most recent “Water Source Protection Areas” map prepared by the Vermont
Agency of Natural Resources Water Supply Division. The above referenced map is herein incorporated
by reference and made a part of these bylaws. The purpose of this Overlay is to protect the ground
water and ground water recharge areas from adverse development or land use practices and to
preserve and protect present and potential sources of water supply for the public health and safety. In
order to thoroughly protect these public water sources, the WHPA District restricts any land uses that
could potentially compromise surface or groundwater quality. Development in the immediate vicinity of
a well is limited to agriculture and forestry and outdoor recreation. Development in the remaining
“recharge area” surrounding the well must be designed to ensure to ensure that materials associated
with any such development (such as fuel, home heating oil, and chemical fertilizers) do not contaminate
ground water. Total impervious surface of a parcel shall be limited to ten percent (10%), unless low
impact development practices and techniques that allow for the on-site re-absorption and treatment of
stormwater are utilized.
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4.0 DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS - GENERAL

4.1 Lot Configuration and Uses Per Lot

a. Lot Area: Minimum lot area is established within each District. Except lots in mobile home parks,
lot area shall include the entire extent of the parcel, including lands considered not developable
such as wetlands and portions under roadways (but only the acreage to the center of the
associated right of way if the land under the right-of-way is owned by the lot owner) or other
non-vehicular rights-of-way. Any State highway and any Class 1, 2, or 3 Town highway shall be
considered to subdivide a lot. Class 4 roads and private rights-of-way across properties shall
not be considered to subdivide a parcel.
b. Road Frontage:
Minimum
frontage is established within
each District. The required
minimum road frontage length
shall be contiguous and not
interrupted by public or private
vehicular easements or rights-ofway. A lot may have additional
noncontiguous road frontage as
long as the minimum requirement
is contiguous.

c. Lots With No Road Frontage: No
land development shall be
permitted on lots which do not
have frontage on a public or
private road or public waters per
24 V.S.A. §4412(3), or, with the
approval of the Development
Review Board, a vehicular
access to such a road or waters
by a permanent easement or
right-of-way recorded in the land
records upon transfer of the
property. The minimum width of
such an easement or right-of-way
shall be 50-feet, or 30-feet when no more than three lots, unless slope, utilities, stormwater or
other conditions require a wider easement as determined by the Development Review Board.
Such easements or rights-of-way shall be suitable to construct a driveway or roadway and all
associated improvements to the roadway or land development project that meets current town
standards. All new and improved driveways accessing a Town road shall obtain access permit
from the Selectboard prior to the issuance of a zoning permit. All new and improved driveways
or roads accessing a State road shall obtain a “Letter of Intent” to issue the access approvals
from the State of Vermont Agency of Transportation as part of a complete application. A town
or state access permit shall be required for any land development within a public right-of-way
or any change of use resulting in an increase in traffic from previously approved private
residential or commercial drives or private roads onto a public road.
d. Lot Coverage: The total ground floor area of all structures, parking areas, access drives, and
walkways shall not exceed the maximum percentage of lot area as set forth within each District.
However, public parking areas, public seating areas, street furniture, and public art shall not be
counted toward total lot coverage.
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4.1 Lot Configuration and Uses Per Lot - continued

h. Setback requirements: All primary and accessory structures shall conform to the minimum setback
requirements of the District in which they are located. The setback is a horizontal line from a road,
lot line, boundary, or other designated feature to the nearest part of a structure (including roof
overhangs). Setbacks are established within each District. In some Districts, principal and
accessory structures may be subject to different setback requirements.
i.

j.

k.j.

Front Setback. Front setback requirements (as established by the District in which the lot is located)
shall be applied from any public right-of-way, private street right-of-way, or vehicular easement
providing access to a parcel for land development. (Corner lots , therefore, have two or three front
yardsmust meet road setbacks on two roadways.) The setback shall be measured from the edge
of the road right-of-way or easement, except in cases where the right-of-way is less than fifty (50)
feet wide or wider. Where the right-of-way or easement is less than fifty (50) feet wide, the front
setback shall be measured from the centerline of the existing roadway, and then twenty-five (25)
feet shall be added to the front setback requirement.
j. Side and Rear Setback. Side and rear setbacks shall be measured from the side or rear property
line. In some Districts and within PUDs, structures may be permitted to sit on two or more lots
(creating a “footprint lot”). In such a case, the building shall be divided at the property line by a
firewall meeting all applicable State building code standards.
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5.0 ZONING DISTRICT STANDARDS - SPECIFIC
5.1 North Hyde Park Village District
LOT CONFIGURATION

HEIGHT AND ROOF DESIGN

Minimum Area

NA

Building Height

Lot Coverage

50%

Height (conditional)

Road Frontage

Max Residential Density(1)
Lot Coverage/Density Bonuses
Meets LEED or Vermont Builds
Green Certification Standards
Meets historic preservation
standards

NA

Height (permitted)

1 du/0.5acre
max

# of stories (permitted)

+10%
+10%

Except for designated elderly and accessible
dwelling units, in which case density shall be
limited by lot coverage only.
(1)

BUILDING PLACEMENT

Principal Structure Setbacks
Front

10 ft min- 36 feet max

Side and Rear(1)

6 ft or attached

Carriage House Setbacks
Front

Principal structure + 15 feet

Side and Rear(1)

5 ft or attached

Accessory Structure Setbacks
Front

Principal structure + 15 feet

Side and Rear(1)

5 ft or attached

No side or rear setback is required for
attached structures straddling a lot line.
(1)

Core

35 feet max

No Max

1.5-2.5 stories

# of stories (conditional)

1 story(1)

# of stories (permitted)

1-2 stories

Core

Village

# of stories (conditional)
Village

3-3.5 stories

2.5 stories

The height of carriage houses and accessory
structures shall not exceed the height of the
principal structure located upon the lot.
All single story buildings shall be designed
such that additional stories may be added in the
future. Roof beams and walls shall be structurally
designed to bear the load of at least one
additional story.
(1)

Roof Design – Flat Roofs - Core Area Only

Flat roofs shall provide a cornice or parapet at
least three feet in height. A larger parapet may be
required if necessary to screen any roof-mounted
equipment from street level.

A cornice with decorative mounts shall be
required for single story, flat roofed buildings. At
least one mount shall be located no more than
three feet from each corner of the roof. An
additional mount shall be required for every ten
feet of horizontal length of the building façade.
Mounts shall be evenly spaced.
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5.1 - North Hyde Park Village District - continued

Roof Design – Pitched Roofs – Core
Area Only

Pitched roofs shall have a pitch of no less
than 8:12.

For compound roofs (gambrel, mansard,
etc.), the roof pitch of the lower slope shall
be no less than 6:12. The roof pitch of the
upper slope shall be no less than 4:12.

Secondary roofs (such as over porches,
dormers, and other similar building
extensions) shall have a pitch of no less
than 2:12

Dormers and Rooftop Elements – Core
Area Only
Buildings with 3 or more stories, buildings
greater than 35 feet in height, or buildings
requiring more than two bays (as defined
below) shall meet the following standards.
The roof over each building bay shall
contain at least one dormer or rooftop
element.

BUILDING FACADES – Core Area Only

The following façade standards shall apply
within the “core” area of the District.
Bays

Street facing building façades greater than
60 ft in width shall be divided into bays. The
bay closest to the street shall be considered
the “primary building bay’” other bays shall
be considered “secondary building bays.”
Bay width

Depth Between
Bays

20 ft min, 60 ft max
4 ft min

Window/Building Openings – Core Area
Only
Ground floor window
coverage

40% min

Upper floor window
coverage

20% min

80% max
60% max

Each building shall have at least one
pedestrian entry door facing the street.
Additional pedestrian entry doors shall be
provided at intervals no greater than 50 feet
along all street facing facades.
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5.1 - North Hyde Park Village District - continued

Drive-thru service windows may be
permitted on the rear or side façade of
buildings, subject to Conditional Use
Review by the DRB
Façade Elements – Core Area Only

All building facades facing Route 100 or
Ferry Street shall incorporate at least one
of the following elements at ground level:
awnings, porches, storefronts, stoops w/
stairs, patios/terraces, or bay windows.
Awnings – Core Area Only

Awnings shall generally extend over
window and door openings.

Awnings may extend beyond the front yard
setback, but shall not extend into the
highway right-of-way, unless the Hyde Park
Selectboard or Trustees grant approval for
an awning to project over a public sidewalk.
Vertical
Clearance
Projection
Length

7 ft min

3 ft min

At least 40% of facade

Porches – Core Area Only
Depth

Vertical Clearance
Length

5 ft min, 16 ft max

8 ft min

6 ft min

Storefronts – Core Area Only

Storefronts shall have transparent display
windows covering no less than 70% of the
portion of the wall between 1 and 7 ft above
the adjoining sidewalk or ground.
The top edge of the storefront window shall
be a minimum of 5 ft high.
Stoops w/ Stairs – Core Area Only
Depth

6 ft min

Height above ground

2 ft max

Length

Patios/Terraces
Depth

Length

6 ft min

8 ft min

At least 30% of facade

Bay Windows – Core Area Only

Bay windows shall have transparent
windows on both front and side surfaces
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5.3 North Hyde Park Industrial District
LOT CONFIGURATION
Minimum Area

1.0 acre with public water or public sewer

Road Frontage

100 feet on VT100 and 25 feet other roads

Maximum Lot Coverage

2.0 acres without public water & public sewer

Not applicable

Maximum Residential Density

1du/1.0 acre

Meets Green Building Standards

10%

Lot Coverage / Density Bonus

Meets Historic Preservation Standards

BUILDING PLACEMENT

10%

Principal and Accessory Structure Setbacks
Front
roads

50 feet minimum VT100 and 25 23 feet other

Side and Rear

15 feet minimum

Building Height (permitted)

35 feet maximum

HEIGHT AND ROOF DESIGN

Building Height (conditional)

45 feet maximum

Conditional Use Standards: This district is specifically intended for industrial development. New
industrial development or intensification of industrial development shall not be considered to be
detrimental to the “character of the area.” Expansion of existing residential uses cannot interfere with
the overall purpose of this District. New residential units and subdivisions shall only be permitted within
a PUD, and shall be required to provide buffers and/or screening from adjacent industrial uses,
including currently undeveloped lots within the District. The deed for any new lot created within the
District shall contain a disclaimer alerting future buyers that the lot is located in a District intended for
industrial development.
With respect to commercial and industrial development, and in addition to any other requirements,
applicants must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the DRB that the wellhead protection area is not at
risk of contamination.
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5.12 Core Forest and Wildlife Habitat Overlay
Delineation of the Overlay: The Core Forest and Wildlife Habitat Overlay shall encompasses those
areas depicted on the Core Forest and Wildlife Habitat Map attached to these regulations

Application requirements: This chapter only applies to land development projects subject to site plan
review, conditional use review and minor or major subdivision review. In addition to other application
requirements, for conditional use or subdivision review, as applicable, applicants shall provide the
following:



A site plan depicting areas with existing forest cover and any proposed clearing
associated with the use or subdivision, and

A summary of a summary of any forest management activities impacting more than five
(5) acres with in the five (5) years prior.

Specific Standards for Subdivisions and Conditional Uses within the Core Forest and Wildlife Habitat
Overlay: Structures, building envelopes, utilities, access roads, and driveways shall be located to
minimize adverse impacts on, and fragmentation of, core forest, significant wildlife habitat, and wildlife
corridors. In addition to the Site Plan and Conditional Use Standards in Section 11 and/or the
Subdivision and Planned Unit Development Standards in Section 12, applications for conditional use
and/or subdivision review in the Core Forest and Wildlife Habitat Overlay shall meet the following
standards:

The DRB will consider available information and inventories of wildlife habitat, and may consult with
the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department or other experts to determine the presence of various habitats
and to ensure that development is designed to minimize undue adverse impacts (e.g., impacts that
would significantly reduce the ability of the particular habitat to continue supporting particular wildlife
species that rely on that habitat for specific functions). Conditions may be imposed as appropriate to
protect that habitat from the impacts of development and associated activities
In order to reduce the impacts of roadways on the movement of wildlife, new curb cuts onto public road
shall be minimized. Shared driveways or private roads should be utilized whenever possible.
New driveways, roads, utility corridors, and other infrastructure shall be designed to minimize
fragmentation of core forest, significant wildlife habitat, and wildlife corridors. The DRB may require
new culverts and/or bridges to incorporate the Stream Crossing Design Concepts and Considerations
for Aquatic Organism Passage (AOP) identified in the Vermont Stream Crossing Handbook, or most
recent standards developed by the Vermont Department of Fish and Wild. The DRB may limit the total
length of new driveways and/or roads.
The DRB may increase the width of the vegetated buffer required for wetlands, perennial streams,
and rivers under Section 8.10 by up to one hundred (100) percent.
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8.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR ALL LAND DEVELOPMENT
8.1 Access

The purpose of access requirements is to ensure safe and efficient entrance and exit from public roadways,
to reduce damage from flooding events, to mitigate erosion and storm water runoff impacts, and to ensure
quality construction of driveway accesses.
The Development Review Board, Selectboard, and VTrans have separate authorities in approving
accesses. Through these regulations the Development Review Board has all authority (layout and design)
of accesses onto private roads. The Selectboard has all authority over layout and design of accesses onto
Municipal highways. VTrans requires a State highway access permit for any access onto a State highway.
VTrans has all authority over these accesses, although the Development Review Board will provide
comment and recommendations to VTrans.

The Development Review Board shall review all accesses onto private roads to ensure they meet the
Town of Hyde Park highway access standards.
Except in the North Hyde Park Village and North Hyde Park Village Core District, new access points
(or “curb cuts”) on Vermont Highway Routes 15 and 100 for permitted and conditional uses shall not
be closer than one thousand (1,000) feet from each other, except as necessary to provide access to
properties existing in separate and non-affiliated ownership on or before October 27, 1977. Use of
shared access points and driveways is strongly encouraged on these routes.
8.2 Driveway Standards

Driveway standards apply to all private driveways and shared drivewaysprivate roads serving up to
three (3) residential lots. Where an access private road serves four (4) or more residential lots the road
must meet the private road standards provided in this Bylaw.
Pedestrian circulation. Driveways shall comply with the pedestrian access standards found in this Bylaw.

Driveways or shared driveways shall be gravel or paved and be no less than 10-feet wide, and shall not
have slopes greater than eight percent (8%) so as to accommodate fire and rescue access. Drives with
slopes up to ten percent (10%) may be allowed provided they are paved and ditched to prevent erosion.
Commercial driveways should also maintain a width and turning radius of not less than ten (10) feet wide
and a minimum turn radius of five (5) feet for residential development. Driveway widths and turning radius
may be larger to accommodate future development but should be kept as narrow as possible for aesthetic
reasons.
Commercial driveways shall maintain a width of eighteen (18) feet to thirty-six (36) feet wide and a
minimum turn radius of ten (10) feet to thirty (30) feet for commercial and industrial sites in order to
accommodate two-way traffic and turning trucks. The larger the trucks, the larger the turning radius and
wider the driveway. Driveways may be wider to accommodate future development but should be kept as
narrow as possible to reduce total impervious surface and associated storm water runoff.

No driveway or private road shall be constructed within ten (10) feet of a property line, unless the driveway
acts as a shared driveway serving the impacted property. This standard does not apply within the North
Hyde Park Village, North Hyde Park Village Core, and Garfield Districts, or development approved as a
PUD under these bylaws.
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8.5 Signs - continued

The design of the sign should be proportional with the building that it serves. The sign should not dominate
the building or façade or obscure significant architectural features.

Signs shall be located at a similar height and level as surrounding signs in order to create a visually
consistent streetscape. In general, this means that signs should be located between 4 feet from the ground
and no more than 10 feet in height.
Sign Content. The primary purpose of all business signs shall be for identification of the business
(name), products sold, and the business or activity conducted on the premises; not for the purpose of
making advertising claims. Sexually explicit or other inappropriate content shall be prohibited.
Off-Premise Signs. Signs located elsewhere than upon the lot containing the subject of the sign shall
conform to State statute and regulation or are otherwise prohibited
Sign Maintenance. All signs shall be of durable materials and shall be maintained in good condition. A
sign removed for repair or renovation may be re-installed at any time within a period of one hundred
eighty (180) days without applying for a new permit. The Administrative Officer is empowered to order
the removal of any sign which has fallen into disrepair and which has not been repaired after thirty (30)
days notice.

Generally Allowed Signs: The following signs shall not require a zoning permit:
 Signs erected by the Municipality, including a School District, or the State on public roads and/or
State, School and Municipal properties.
 Political signs. All signs associated with an election or vote. Such signs shall be promptly removed
following the date of election or vote.
 All temporary signs such as lawn or garage sale signs. Such signs may be erected for no more
than six (6) times per calendar year for a period not to exceed fourteen (14) days each time. All
such temporary signs shall be removed no later than one (1) day following the sale. No more than
one (1) temporary sign per lot or business shall be erected.
 Temporary real estate or construction signs not to exceed twelve (12) square feet in area and six
(6) feet in height. Such signs shall be installed on the property where the activity is occurring and
removed no later than one (1) week following closing of the property or completion of construction.
 Signs on public structures.
 Instructional, educational, and way-finding signs, provided such singns dono not have the overt
intent or effect of advertising a product or service for sale or an agency, organization, or business.
 Murals that are a purely decorative treatment on the exterior wall of a building that does not have
the effect of advertising a product or service for sale or an agency, organization, or business.
Prohibited Signs. The following shall be prohibited in all Districts:
 Signs that impair highway safety
 Signs painted or placed on rock outcrops or similar natural features.
 Roof signs and attached signs which extend above the roof line.
 Signs which project over public rights-of-way or property lines
 Franchise architecture and formula design on structures or incorporated into the
architecture of the structure are prohibited in all Districts. Franchises and national
chains shall conform to all dimensional standards, including Building Façade Standards,
for the District in which the use is located.
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8.8 Swimming Pools

All swimming pools shall require a zoning permit and are subject to the following provisions:


Pools shall be considered structures and shall meet all applicable setback requirements.



Above-ground pools need not meet the fencing requirement if entrance to the pool is possible
only from the house or through the use of steps or stairs that are portable and are removed
when the pool is not in use.



All in-ground pools shall be completely enclosed by a fence, natural barrier, or other substantial
structure not less than four (4) feet in height measured on the outside of the enclosure. Entrance
to a pool shall be from a self-latching and self-closing gate.

8.9 Outdoor Seating, Street Furniture, Memorials and Public Art

Outdoor seating areas, public art, memorials on public property, and street furniture do not require a zoning
permit and may be located within the front yard setback. Subject to the approval of the entity responsible
for management of the roadway (Vermont Agency of Transportation or Hyde Park Selectboard), these
items may be located within the highway right-of-way. Public outdoor seating areas, street furniture, and
public art shall not be counted toward total lot coverage.
8.10 Surface Water Protections

To prevent soil erosion, protect wildlife habitat, and maintain water quality, an undisturbed vegetated
buffer strip shall be maintained for a minimum of fifty (50) feet from all wetlands, perennial streams,
and rivers. The fifty (50) foot buffer strip shall be measured from the mean water mark or delineated
wetland boundary. No development, excavation, landfill, or grading shall occur within the buffer strip,
and vegetation shall be left in an undisturbed state, with the exception of clearing and associated site
development necessary to accommodate the following:


Maintenance of lawns and other mowed areas in existence prior to the adoption of these bylaws.



Streambank stabilization and restoration projects, in accordance with all applicable State and
Federal regulations.







Road, driveway, and utility crossings.

Unpaved bicycle and pedestrian paths and trails.

Public recreation facilities and improved river/lake accesses.

The expansion or enlargement of any structure in existence prior to the effective date of these
bylaws and not in compliance with this section is permitted with the approval of the Development
Review Board in accordance the Non-Conforming Structures provisions of this Bylaw.

For development subject to conditional use review, minimum required setback and/or undisturbed
buffer strip distances may be increased as appropriate based on site, slope, or soil conditions and the
nature of the proposed use.
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8.11 Development of Steep Slopes

Development and disturbance of steep slopes should be minimized. The following standards shall apply
to the development of steep slopes:




If slopes between eight percent (8%) and ten percent (10%) are disturbed as a result of a
proposed development, the Development Review Board may require the applicant to submit
plans for erosion and sediment control during construction and plans for post-construction
slope stabilization. These plans shall be prepared by a registered professional engineer.
Development and disturbance of more than 10,000 square feet of slopes greater than ten
percent (10%) and less than twenty-five percent (25%) shall require Conditional Use Review
by the Development Review Board. In addition to the Conditional Use Standards in this
Bylaw, applicants shall meet the following standards:

o The applicant shall provide a grading plan for the construction site and all access
routes. Grades for roads and driveways shall not exceed the maximums prescribed
in this Bylaw.e Public Works Specifications. Switchbacks and curve radii shall be
designed to allow for safe ingress and egress of service and emergency vehicles.
o Site disturbance, including cut and fill, shall be minimized and shall not create a
detrimental impact on slope stability or increase erosion potential. The applicant shall
submit plans for erosion and sediment control during construction and plans for postconstruction slope stabilization. These plans shall be prepared by a registered
professional engineer. Erosion and sediment control measures shall at minimum
meet the requirements of the Vermont Handbook for Soil Erosion and Sediment
Control on Construction Sites. Potential post-construction slope stabilization
measures include, but are not limited to, retaining walls and/or dense landscaping.

In addition to the standards above, if the area of steep slopes to be developed is within five hundred
(500) feet of a surface water protected under this Bylaw, the required fifty (50) foot buffer strip shall be
expanded to include an additional two (2) feet for every one (1) percent of slope. For example, if
development occurs on a 16% slope, a buffer of 82 feet in width shall be required. (50 feet minimum
buffer plus 32 feet (or 16 x2) of additional width)

The Development Review Board may require a letter of credit, performance bond, escrow, or other
surety, in an amount sufficient to provide for slope stabilization and to ensure stabilization plantings
and improvements remain in satisfactory conditions for a period of three (3) years following
construction.
Development and disturbance of slopes twenty-five percent (25%) or greater shall be prohibited.
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8.14 Abandoned uses, damaged or destroyed structures, pre-existing non-conforming lots
intentional or unintentionally destroyed uses/structures & non-conformities

a. Abandoned uses:
Any conditional or non-conforming use or structure shall not be re-established if such use has been
discontinued for a period of at least twenty four (24) consecutive months. A one year extension may be
granted in accordance with Section 9.7 of these bylaws. Once the use of a lot or structure has been
deemed abandoned, a new zoning permit must be acquired to resume the original use. Intent to resume
a use shall not confer the right to do so.
b. Damaged or destroyed structures:
The reconstruction of structures that are damaged or destroyed is permitted without obtaining a
zoning permit provided the new structure:
 Is used for the same purposes as the old structure, and
 Is built within in the same footprint as the previous structure, and
 Is substantially the same size and dimensions as the previous structure, and
 All existing setback distances are not reduced.
A new permit for land development will be required if the owners have not commenced redevelopment
of the parcel within twenty-four (24) consecutive months following the date of unintentional damage or
destruction. If the owners commence redevelopment of the parcel before the expiration of twenty-four
(24) consecutive months following the date of unintentional damage or destruction, a new permit will
not be required. A one year extension may be granted in accordance with Section 9.7 of these bylaws.
Intentional removal or destruction of uses/structures is allowed without a permit; however, subsequent
redevelopment of the parcel requires submittal of a zoning permit within 12 consecutive months
following the date of substantial removal or destruction in order to be able to redevelop non-conforming
uses or structures on the same parcel.
c. Pre-existing non-conforming lots (existing small lots):
Any lot legally existing on the effective date of these bylaws may be developed for the uses, permitted
or conditional, in the District in which it is located (following the receipt of a zoning permit from the
Administrative Officer and, if required, site plan/conditional use review by the Development Review
Board) even though not conforming to minimum lot size requirements found in these bylaws, provided
such lot is not less than one-eighth (1/8) acre in area with a minimum width or depth dimension of forty
(40) feet; 24 V.S.A. 4412. Regardless of minimum lot size and/or residential density requirements found
in these Bylaws, such lots may be developed with a one structure containing any uses, permitted or
conditional, within the District and/or a single dwelling unit. The provision above shall not apply to
designated elderly and accessible dwelling units located in the North Hyde Park Village or North Hyde
Park Village Core Districts, in which case density shall be limited by lot coverage rather than lot area.

In all Districts except the North Hyde Park Village and North Hyde Park Village Core Districts, existing
lots less than one-eighth (1/8) acre in area with a width or dimension less than forty (40) feet, shall not
be developed. In the North Hyde Park Village and North Hyde Park Village Core Districts, regardless
of minimum lot size and/or residential density requirements, such lots may be developed with a
structure containing any uses, permitted or conditional, within the District and/or a single dwelling unit,
provided the lot is served by adequate on-site or offsite water and sewer. The provision above shall not
apply to designated elderly and accessible dwelling units, in which case density shall be limited by lot
coverage rather than lot area.

All other provisions of these bylaws must be met, including, but not limited to, setback and lot coverage
requirements. This section does not negate the need for obtaining any other required permits or
approvals as would normally be required under these bylaws. Any required conditional uses, site plan
approvals, variances, and other permits must be obtained prior to the issuing of a zoning permit.
8.14 Abandoned uses, intentional or unintentionally destroyed uses/structures & non-conformities - continued
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9.9 Highway Access Permit

All private roads, private drives, and rights-of-way proposed to intersect a Town owned road shall
conform with 19 V.S.A §1111, and the policies adopted by the Hyde Park Selectboard, as most recently
amended.

In accordance with 19 V.S.A §1111, all new access points onto a State highway or within a State rightof-way are subject to approval by the Vermont Agency of Transportation, unless otherwise regulated
by this bylaw.
A new State or Town access permit shall be required for any change or expansion of use.
9.10 Development Review Board Procedures

Concurrent Review: Where an application is subject to two (2) or more types of review by the
Development Review Board, attempts shall be made to conduct review procedures concurrently.
Sketch Plan Review: Applicants are encouraged to participate in a Sketch Plan Review, which is an
informal public hearing with the Development Review Board to explore options in a preliminary manner
with minimal expense involved. Sketch Plan Review provides the applicant an opportunity to consult
early with the Development Review Board prior to expending time and resources on detailed
engineering plans. No formal decision is taken at this time, and no specific data is required for this
review. Conceptual plans, layouts, and elevations may be discussed. The Development Review Board
may make recommendations for modifications or changes in subsequent submissions or make
requests for additional studies or supporting documentation. If an applicant elects not to participate in
Sketch Plan Review, he or she shall indicate so on the application form.
Review Process: The procedures of this section shall apply to all applications reviewed by the
Development Review Board.
Applications to the Development Review Board shall include the following information:


Completed application form signed by the landowner and applicant



Application fee.





Two (2) full-size and seven (7) reduced (11” x 17”) copies and electronic files of a plan
containing all required information for a complete application or as requested by the
DRB.
The Administrative Officer shall determine if any required items are not pertinent and
shall determine when an application is complete. The date the application is deemed
complete shall begin the statutory timeframes in the Act and this Bylaw.

Upon submission of a complete application, a public hearing of the Development Review Board shall
be warned in accordance with the Act §4464. The Town Administrative Officer shall prepare the public
notice and mail or deliver the public notices to those required by this Bylaw. Any revisions made to the
application shall be submitted to the Administrative Officer at least one (1) week prior to the public
hearing, unless such revisions are requested by Municipal Staff.

The Development Review Board may recess proceedings on any application pending the submission
of additional information. The date and place of the adjourned hearing shall be announced at the hearing.
The Board shall adjourn the hearing promptly after all parties have submitted requested information
and all parties present for the hearing have had the opportunity to be heard.
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9.13 Subdivision - General – continued

Waiver of Subdivision Standard or Application Requirement: An applicant may receive relief from a
provision of these subdivision review procedures or standards through the granting of a waiver by the
DRB. Reference the Act §§4418(2)(A). The purpose of a waiver is to address special circumstances of
a particular plat or plats that are not requisite in the interest of the public health, safety, and general
welfare or because of inadequacy or lack of connecting facilities adjacent or in proximity to the
subdivision.

Waiver Application: An application for a waiver shall be filed with the Clerk of the Development
Review Board prior to, or concurrent with, the submission of the respective subdivision plat, in
writing and shall include:
 The name and address of the appellant.
 A brief description of the property with respect to which the waiver is requested.
 A reference to applicable regulation provisions for which relief is requested.
 The nature of the relief requested by the appellant.
 The alleged grounds why such relief is believed proper under the circumstances (i.e. how
the proposal meets all requirements of this section).
Review Procedures: The Development Review Board shall review any application for a waiver in
accordance with the DRB procedures in this Bylaw

General Standards: The Development Review Board may waive, subject to appropriate conditions,
subdivision application requirements and subdivision standards under these bylaws. The
conditions for approval of a request for waiver of an application requirement or subdivision standard
are:
 Not be requisite in the interest of the public health, safety, and general welfare; or
 Are inappropriate because extraordinary and unnecessary hardship may result from the
strict compliance of these bylaws; or
 Are inappropriate because of inadequate or lack of connecting facilities adjacent to or within
proximity of the subdivision. Reference the Act §4418(2)(A).
Posting. When a waiver is approved, notice must be posted within view of the public right-ofway nearly adjacent to the subject property until the time for appeals has passed. The notice
shall contain a statement of the appeal period the Act §4449(b) and information as to where a
full description of the project and approval can be found. Within three (3) days of following the
issuance of the decision, a copy of the approval must be posted in at least one (1) public place
in the municipality until the expiration of the fifteen (15) days from the date of issuance of the
approval. Reference the Act §4449(b)(2).

Recording requirements: A copy of the decision shall be filed with the Administrative Officer and
the Town Clerk as a part of the public record [the Act §4464(b)(3)]. The Development Review
Board shall meet all recording requirements of this Bylaw.
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9.16 Minor Boundary Line Adjustment Approval

Applicability: Minor boundary line adjustment approval is required for all applications for minor boundary
line adjustment.
Plat - Application requirements: The applicant shall submit to the Administrative Officer a permit
application, fee, and other supporting documentation sufficient to determine compliance with these
bylaws.
Application deemed received: The Administrative Officer shall, upon receipt, review the application to
determine completeness. A complete application will include sufficient information for the Administrative
Officer to make a determination of compliance and any applicable fees.
If the Administrative Officer finds the application incomplete, the Zoning Administrator shall, within five
(5) days after receipt, notify the applicant in writing of all additional information or fees required.

If the Administrative Officer finds the application complete, the Administrator shall record on the
application the date on which the application was received.

Administrative Officer Action: Within thirty (30) days after the submission of a completed application
and fees, the Administrative Officer must act on the permit [Reference the Act §4448(d)]. Acting on the
permit involves a documented action on the proposal. The Administrative Officer may decide to approve
or deny the permit based on this Section and other criteria as authorized in the Act. If the Administrative
Officer fails to act within the thirty (30) day period, a permit shall be deemed issued on the thirty-first
(31st) day. Reference the Act [§4448(d).

General Standards for Boundary Line Adjustments: When determining the appropriateness of a proposed
boundary line adjustment, the Administrative Officer shall determine that the proposed boundary line
adjustment meets the dimensional requirements of the applicable District, meets access requirements,
and useable lot requirements of this Bylaw and that water system and wastewater disposal requirements
are met.

Decisions: A permit shall be issued by the Administrative Officer only in accordance with the Act
§4449(a)(1) and these bylaws.

Effective Date: No permit shall take effect until the time for appeal has passed. In the event an appeal is
filed, the permit shall not take effect until the Development Review Board has heard the appeal and
decided that the permit should be issued; whereupon it shall take effect after final adjudication of said
appeal [the Act §4449(a)(3)]. The effective date of minor boundary line adjustment applications is fifteen
(15) days from the date of issuance of the approval.
Posting. When a minor boundary line adjustment is approved, notice must be posted within view of the
public right-of-way nearly adjacent to the subject property until the time for appeals has passed. The
notice shall contain a statement of the appeal period [Reference the Act §4449(b)] and information as
to where a full description of the project and approval can be found. Within three (3) days of the issuance
of the decision, a copy of the approval must be posted in at least one public place in the municipality
until the expiration of the fifteen (15) days from the date of issuance of the approval [Reference the Act
§4449(b)(2)].
Recording Requirements: Same requirements as the Recording Requirements for “Subdivision, Final
Plat Review”, Section 9.15, above. Deeds for the transfer of land must be recorded to complete the
boundary line adjustment process and shall be recorded in the Town Land Records within 180 days
of the date of permit approval or a new application will be required under the regulations in place at
the time of application.
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10.0 SITE PLAN AND CONDITIONAL USE STANDARDS

All projects requiring site plan approval and/or conditional use review shall comply with the
applicable standards in this Chapter.
10.1 Landscaping and Screening

Budgetary Guidelines: In general, the cost of landscaping required by this section shall not exceed
three percent (3%) of total construction/improvement costs. Credit toward this requirement, and the
standards outlined below, may be granted for preservation of existing vegetation.

Planting Specifications: Cultivars shall be suitable for the climatic and other conditions in which they
will be used (utility lines, salt, air pollution, etc.) and shall be selected using the criteria outlined in the
most recent version of the “Recommended Trees for Vermont Communities: A guide to Selecting and
Purchasing Street, Park, and Landscape Trees,” published by the Vermont Urban and Community
Forestry Program. Alternative cultivars may be utilized based on the recommendations of a certified
horticulturalist, landscape architect, or State Extension Service Master Gardener.

To control erosion, the site plan shall meet the following standards:
 The development plan shall fit the topographic, soil, and vegetation characteristics of the
site with a minimum of clearing and grading.
 No clearing or grading shall take place within fifty (50) feet of streams.
 Existing natural drainage patterns shall be preserved wherever possible.
 Grading and other construction activities shall not create slopes greater than 30 percent
(3:1) unless a retaining wall or other mechanism is used to ensure future erosion and/or
slumping does not occur.
 The sequence of construction activities shall be designed so that the smallest area possible
is disturbed at any one time. Only areas where active construction is taking place should
be exposed. All other areas should be protected by vegetative and structural control
measures.
 Seed and mulch shall be applied as soon as possible to disturbed soils.
 Disturbance should be avoided as much as possible between October 15 and May 1.
Open space requirements. Except in the North Hyde Park Industrial District, no development shall take
place which leaves less than 15% of the lot in open space. This requirement does not apply to singleand two-family residences but does apply to all land development projects requiring conditional use
review, any commercial & industrial use requiring a zoning permit, and all energy projects

Street Trees: In the North Hyde Park Village and North Hyde Park Village Core Districts, new street
trees shall be required along State and Town highways. Adequate setbacks and site grading should be
provided to ensure that the plantings are not adversely affected by traffic and road salt. Street trees shall
be planted at regular intervals and conform to the following schedule of maximum spacing based on
mature height:
SIZE (mature height)

Large (40 feet or greater)
Medium (30-40 feet)

Small (30 feet or less)

MAXIMUM SPACING (trunk-to-trunk
distance)

50-70 feet

40-50 feet

30-40 feet
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10.6 Public Stormwater Systems; Low Impact Development - continued








Swale. Swales are open, grassed channels that are designed to treat, attenuate, and convey
stormwater runoff. They are similar to conventional drainage ditches except that they are
designed with a wider and shallower profile and flatter slope for a slower water velocity. There
are many types of swales, and the specific design features and treatment methods vary among
them. Some swales are designed with a fabricated soil bed and underdrains similar to a
bioretention system. Generally swales are used as pretreatment to other practices, although
depending on the design they may also provide some pollutant removal or infiltration.
Vegetated Buffer. Vegetated buffers may be engineered stormwater treatment areas or
undisturbed natural areas where vegetation is used to treat and control stormwater. Buffers can
be used to disperse and infiltrate stormwater runoff immediately adjacent to rivers, streams,
ponds, and wetlands. They are an effective means of minimizing the amount of pollutants
entering water bodies. They can also be used to treat stormwater along property boundaries or
downslope of disturbed areas. They reduce runoff velocity, serve to protect soil from erosion
and filter pollutants. Buffers comprised of natural woody vegetation are preferred. When natural
vegetation cannot be preserved, new buffers can be designed as shallow pitched vegetated
areas with herbaceous plants, low-lying groundcovers, shrubs, and trees. Stormwater flowing
into buffer areas should be sheet flow and may require the use of a level spreader.
Dry Well. A dry well is an underground chamber or large vertical pipe filled and/or surrounded
with stone, typically used to collect and infiltrate roof runoff. Water from sources other than a
roof will likely need preliminary treatment to filter out any solids that could clog the dry well. An
overflow outlet is frequently needed for runoff from large storms that cannot be fully infiltrated.
Dry wells are best suited where soils have high infiltration rates and there is adequate depth to
groundwater and bedrock.

Infiltration Trench. An infiltration trench is similar to a dry well except that it is a horizontal rockfilled trench with no outlet. Stormwater is usually pretreated before entering the trench where it
is stored in the void space between the stones and infiltrates through the bottom and into the
soil. An overflow outlet is frequently needed for runoff from large storms that cannot be fully
infiltrated. Infiltration trenches are best suited where soils have high infiltration rates and there
is adequate depth to groundwater and bedrock.

10.7 Protection of Natural Resources

Site Plans in any district other than the North Hyde Park Village, North Hyde Park Village Core and North
Hyde Park Industrial District shall be designed to minimize impacts on meadowland as required in Section
11.15 of this Bylaw and on farmland as required in Section 11.16 of this Bylaw. in accordance with the
below sections.
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11.7 Utilities

For proposed or modified parcels to be developed with a utility service, the applicant shall show the
following for each type of service:
a. Locations depicted: All proposed utilities, including but not limited to electric, telephone, gas,
fiber optic, and cable television and associated rights-of-way shall be shown on the final plat
and be located as follows:

i. The subdivider shall coordinate subdivision design with utility companies to insure
adequate and suitable areas for under and above ground installation, both for the
proposed subdivision and areas adjacent to the subdivision.

ii. Utility corridors shall be shared with other utility and/or transportation corridors where
feasible and shall be located to minimize site disturbance; the fragmentation of
agricultural, forest, and conservation land; and any adverse impacts to natural,
cultural, or scenic resources and to public health. To the maximum extent possible,
utility corridors shall share existing rights-of-way or follow existing linear features
such as roads, tree lines, stone walls, fence lines or field edge.

iii. All new utilities shall be placed underground from the nearest available port, unless
the Development Review Board determines that burial of utilities would result in an
undue adverse impact to natural resources or would be prohibitively expensive
(increase the cost by thirty percent [30%] or more.)

b. Utility easements: Utility easements of sufficient width shall be provided so as to serve both
the proposed subdivision and existing and anticipated development outside the subdivision.
Such easements shall be shown on the final plat.

c. Coordination with Selectboard. Where a subdivision will require the construction of utilities
within the right-of-way of a public highway, approval of the Selectboard is required prior to final
plat approval.

11.8 Private Road Design and Layout

Applicability: The standards contained herein shall apply to all proposed private roads serving four or
more residential lotshighways. All new private roadways are considered private for purposes of these
bylaws until accepted as town public highways by the municipality. Acceptance of private roads by the
Municipality is subject to the approval of the Selectboard, and applications can only be made following
the completion of construction. Location and design of roads to these standards in no way ensures
acceptance by the Selectboard. These standards do not apply to driveways or shared driveways
serving as access up to (3) three residential lots:

a. Road Design. All roads proposed and constructed under these bylaws shall be designed in
accordance with the Town of Hyde Park Road and Bridge Standards Policy and other
guidelines established by the Selectboard and the following minimum standards:

i. Rights-of-Way. All rights-of-way shall be a minimum of fifty (50) feet in width unless a
wider right-of-way is required by the Town.
ii. Slope. Private roads shall not have slopes greater than eight percent (8%) so as to
accommodate fire and rescue access. Roads with grades up to ten percent (10%) may
be allowed provided they are paved and ditched to prevent erosion.
iii. Width. Private roads should also maintain a width of not less than required for the
proposed land development eighteen (18) feet wide (including travel-way and
shoulders) and a minimum one hundred (100) foot turn radius (measured at the
centerline). Minimum widths based on volume of traffic must be followed and are
detailed in the Town Road and Bridge Standards.
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11.8 Private Road Design and Layout; Road Design - continued

iv. No dead end roads shall be approved without a suitable turn-around at its terminus.
This may consist of a cul-de-sac with a radius of not less than thirty-five (35) feet or a
“T” or other configuration suitable to the topography and adequate for emergency
vehicles to turn around.
v. Surface. Except as provided in this bylaws regarding maximum slope, new roadways
are not required to be paved, but if roads are proposed to be paved, they must meet
standards established by the Town of Hyde Park.
vi. Intersections. A new or relocated road shall be located so that:
1. A safe sight stopping distance is provided as determined by probable traffic
speed, terrain, alignments, and climatic extremes. Generally, sight distance
should be eleven (11) times the speed limit (e.g. a curb cut on a road with 25
mph speed limit would require a minimum sight distance of 275 feet).
2. It is directly opposite an existing road or driveway to form a four-way
intersection wherever feasible. Intersections creating centerline offsets of less
than one hundred twenty-five (125) feet shall not be permitted.
3. It intersects the existing roadway at an angle between 70 degrees and 90
degrees.
4. The gradient within one hundred (100) feet of an intersection shall not exceed
three percent (3%).
5. No structure or planting is situated to impair corner visibility.
vii. Coordination with adjoining properties. In order to make possible necessary fire
protection, movement of traffic, and present or future extension of required or
needed utilities and public services, the arrangement of roads in the subdivision shall
provide for the coordination of roads of adjoining subdivisions and for the proper
projection of roads through adjoining properties which are not yet subdivided. The
Development Review Board may require the set aside of rights-of-way for future
development on the lot or adjacent properties. Where, in the opinion of the
Development Review Board, topographic or other conditions make such
continuance undesirable or impracticable, the above conditions may be modified.
viii. Upgrade to Existing Roads. Where an existing road is inadequate or unsafe, and
subdivision is proposed using the inadequate or unsafe road, the Development
Review Board, in consultation with the Selectboard, may require the subdivider to
conform to these standards and to upgrade that existing road to the extent necessary
to serve emergency vehicles and the additional traffic resulting from the subdivider’s
subdivision. In situations where a development may require realignment, widening,
or otherwise increasing the capacity of an existing road or where the Town of Hyde
Park Comprehensive Development Plan or capital program indicates that the
increased use resulting from such subdivision may requires such improvements in
the future, the subdivider may be required to reserve land for such improvements.
These requirements shall also apply to any existing road that provides either
frontage to new lots or access to new roads. Where a subdivision requires
expenditure by the Municipality to improve existing roads to conform to these
standards, the Development Review Board may disapprove such subdivision until
the Selectboard certifies that funds for the improvements have been ensured, or the
subdivider may be required to contribute to any or all of the expenses involved in
road improvements necessitated by the project.
ix. Road Names and Signs. Roads shall be named in accordance with the municipal
road-naming ordinance or policy currently in effect and shall have specific historic,
cultural, or geographic relevance. Said road names shall be identified on signs
designed and located in accordance with municipal policy and shall be clearly
depicted on the final plat.
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BUILDING HEIGHT: The vertical distance measured from the average elevation of the finished grade
located at the front of the building to the highest point of the roof surface for flat roofs, to the deck line
of mansard roofs, and to the average height between eaves and ridge for gable, hip, and gambrel roofs.
Where a lot fronts on two or more streets, the building height shall be calculated along the highest
street façade.
CHANGE OF USE: The modification from one type of use to another type of use, such as residential
to commercial, but not single-family residential to two-family residential. Finishing space from
unfinished area to a finished area in existing structures is also not a change of use.

CHARACTER OF THE AREA: Defined by the purpose or purposes of the zoning district within which
the project is located, district building façade standards (if any), performance standards, and specifically
stated policies and standards of the municipal plan.
CHILD: A person who has not yet reached the age of sixteen years.

CHILD CARE: The developmentally appropriate care, protection, and supervision which is designed to
ensure wholesome growth and educational experience for children outside of their homes for periods of
less than 24 hours a day in a day care facility.

CHILD CARE FACILITY: Any place, operated as a business or service on a regular or continuous basis
whether for compensation or not, which provides early care and/or education. This definition includes:

REGISTERED FAMILY CHILD CARE HOMES: A child care facility, registered with the State,
which provides for care on a regular basis in the caregiver’s own residence for not more than ten
children at any one time. [33 V.S.A. §4902(3)]

LICENSED FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME: An early childhood program licensed for up to 12
children in the residence of the licensee where the licensee is one of the primary caregivers.
LICENSED CHILD CARE FACILITY: A child care facility licensed to provide an early childhood
program for children up to a number established by the Child Care Division.

CORNICE: Any projecting ornamental molding along the top of a building or wall.
COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT: See Telecommunications Facility

CONDITIONAL USE: Those uses which, according to the particular district regulations, are allowed on
a property only after certain general and specific standards have been met, and upon approval of the
Development Review Board after one or more public hearings on the matter, and after the Development
Review Board determines that the proposed use will conform to the general and specific standards.
CONTRACTOR YARD: The use of land or structures for exterior storage of construction supplies,
vehicles, equipment and materials used in construction work that is performed off the parcel.
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD (DRB): The Hyde Park Development Review Board created in
accordance with the Act.
DORMER: A window vertical in a roof or the roofed structure containing such a window. The height of
a dormer shall be from its base to its peak, inclusive.

DRIVE-THRU: An establishment which by design, physical facilities, service, or packaging procedures
encourages or permits customers to receive services or goods while remaining in their vehicles.

DRIVEWAY: a minor travel way serving up to three adjoining parcels which provides vehicular access
from an adjoining road or street to a parking space, garage, or other structure.
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HAZARDOUS MATERIAL: All petroleum-based and/or toxic, corrosive, or injurious substances,
chemicals, and/or related sludge, as included in any of the following:

a) any substance defined in Section 101(14) of the Federal Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980;
b) petroleum, including crude oil or any fraction thereof; or

c) hazardous wastes, defined in Section 101 (9) of the Federal Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980.

NOTE 1: "Hazardous material" does not include herbicides and pesticides when applied
consistent with good practice conducted in conformity with federal, state and local
laws and regulations and according to manufacturer's instructions.
NOTE 2: “Hazardous material” does not include livestock wastes.

NOTE 3: Vehicles or equipment in good working condition and properly containing fluids and
oils as designed are not “Hazardous materials” storage.

HAZARDOUS WASTE: Any waste or combination of wastes of a solid, liquid, contained gaseous, or
semi-solid form including, but not limited to, those that are toxic, corrosive, ignitable, reactive, strong
sensitizers, or which generate pressure through decomposition, heat, or other means and which in the
judgment of the Secretary of the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources may cause, or contribute to,
an increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible or incapacitating reversible illness, taking
into account the toxicity of such waste, its persistence and degradability in nature, and its potential for
assimilation, or concentration in tissue, and other factors that may otherwise cause or contribute to
adverse acute or chronic effects on the health of persons or other living organisms, or any substance
which may have an unusually destructive effect on water quality if discharged to ground or surface
waters of the state.
NOTE 1: All special nuclear, source, or by-product material, as defined by the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954 and amendments thereto, codified in 42 U.S.C. § 2014, is specifically
excluded from this definition.
NOTE 2: The storage and handling of livestock wastes and by-products are specifically
excluded from this definition.

HEAVY INDUSTRY: A business that typically carries a high capital cost (capital-intensive), high barriers
to entry, and low transportability. The term "heavy" refers to the fact that the items produced by "heavy
industry" used to be products such as iron, coal, oil, ships, etc, Industries that are typically considered
“heavy” producers include: Chemicals and plastics, steel and oil refining and production, mining, and
mass transit (railways, airlines, shipbuilders).

HOME OCCUPATIONS AND BUSINESSES: An accessory commercial, service, or industrial use
carried out within a residential property under the conditions established by these bylaws.
HOLIDAY DECORATIONS: Displays associated with a recognized Federal, State, or religious holiday.
HOTEL: See Lodging

HUNTING, FISHING, AND TRAPPING: Activities as specified under 24 V.S.A. §2295 on private or public
land. This does not include facilities supporting such activities, such as firing ranges or rod and gun clubs
which, for the purposes of these bylaws, are defined as outdoor recreation facilities.
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE: A surface that has been compacted or covered with a layer of materials so
that it is highly resistant to infiltration by water. It includes surfaces such as compacted sand, lime rock,
gravel, or clay, as well as most conventionally surfaced streets, roofs, sidewalks, parking lots, and other
similar structures.
INN: See Lodging

Town of Hyde Park Land Use and Development Regulations – Effective July 21, 2016

142

INSTITUTIONAL BUILDING: Any building owned and operated by either the federal, state, county, or
municipal government for the conduct of the business of such governmental entity.

INTERESTED PERSON: An individual or entity who has participated in a municipal regulatory
proceeding authorized under 24 V.S.A. Ch. 117 who may appeal a decision rendered in that proceeding
by a Town agent or a board or panel to the Environmental Court.
INTERSTITIAL MONITORING: A system designed, constructed, and installed to detect a leak from any
portion of a storage tank or connected piping that routinely contains potential ground water
contaminants by monitoring the space between the primary (inner) tank or connected piping and the
secondary (outer) tank or connected piping.
KENNEL: Any premises on which breeding, housing, training, caring for, or keeping of four [4] or more
dogs, cats, or other household domestic animals is performed for profit or exchange.

LAND DEVELOPMENT: The division of a parcel into two or more parcels; the construction,
reconstruction, conversion, structural alteration, relocation, or enlargement of any building or other
structure, or of any mining, excavation, or landfill with materials including but not limited to soil, sand,
rocks, gravel and fill; any change in the use of any building or other structure or land; or the extension
of the use of land.
LEGISLATIVE BODY: The Selectboard of the Town of Hyde Park.

LIGHT MANUFACTURING: The processing or fabrication of materials and products such as home
appliances, electrical instruments, office machines, precision instruments, electronic devices,
timepieces, jewelry, optical goods, musical instruments, novelties, wood products, printed material,
lithographic plates, type composition, machine tools, dies and gauges, ceramics, apparel, light weight
nonferrous metal products, plastic goods, pharmaceutical goods, and food products. This definition
may also include a facility whose primary purpose is the advancement of products whose manufacture
will take place elsewhere, as well as research not necessarily related to a specific product. Such
facilities may contain laboratories or production capabilities limited to the purposes of said
advancement.
LOADING AREA: Off-street space used for the temporary location of one licensed motor vehicle, which
is at least twelve feet (12’) wide and forty feet (40’) long and fourteen feet (14’) high, not including
access driveway, and having direct access to a street or alley.

LODGING: Any structure containing rooms which are designed to be rented as sleeping units for
persons on a temporary basis. Meals may be served in a common dining area. This definition shall
include: “bed and breakfasts,” “hotels,” “inns,” “motels,” “lodges,” and “hostels.”
LOT: A definable PARCEL of land in common ownership, not separated by a public ROAD or RIGHTOF-WAY, occupied or capable of being occupied by one or more structures or uses. Lot boundaries
are (a) established by DEED or deeds recorded in the Hyde Park Land Records and the records of any
public road right-of-way; or (b) shown on a plat approved by the Development Review Board pursuant
to these bylaws. Any parcel divided by a Class I, II, or III road is considered automatically subdivided.
LOT, CORNER: A lot at the point of intersection of, or abutting on, two [2] or more intersecting streets,
the angle of intersection being not more than 135 degrees.

LOT SIZE: Calculated by one or more of the following methods:
a) AREA: Total space within the property lines, excluding any part thereof lying within the
boundary of an existing or proposed public ROAD right-of-way and usually measured in square
feet or acres.
b) DEPTH: The mean distance between the front and rear lot lines, as measured at right angles
to the front lot line.
c) WIDTH: The mean distance between the side lot lines, as measured at right angles to depth.
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d) FRONTAGE: The boundary of a lot along a public or private ROAD, usually measured in
linear feet.

LOT OF RECORD: A lot, which is part of a subdivision recorded in the land records, or a lot or parcel
described by metes and bounds, the description of which has been so recorded.

IGHT MANUFACTURING: The processing or fabrication of materials and products such as home
appliances, electrical instruments, office machines, precision instruments, electronic devices,
timepieces, jewelry, optical goods, musical instruments, novelties, wood products, printed material,
lithographic plates, type composition, machine tools, dies and gauges, ceramics, apparel, light weight
nonferrous metal products, plastic goods, pharmaceutical goods, and food products. This definition
may also include a facility whose primary purpose is the advancement of products whose manufacture
will take place elsewhere, as well as research not necessarily related to a specific product. Such
facilities may contain laboratories or production capabilities limited to the purposes of said
advancement.
MOBILE HOME: A DWELLING that is transportable, or originally designed and constructed to be such,
whether later rendered immobile or not, with running water and sanitary facilities, bath, and toilet.
Placing a mobile home on foundations or adding adjacent or attached fixed buildings shall not change
its classification as a Mobile Home.

MOBILE HOME PARK: Any parcel of land under single or common ownership or control which contains,
or is designed, laid out, or adapted to accommodate more than two [2] mobile homes. “Mobile Home
Park” shall not mean any parcel of land under the ownership of an agricultural employer who may
accommodate thereon up to four [4] mobile homes used by full-time workers or employees of the
agricultural employer as a benefit or condition of employment. This definition specifically excludes
MOBILE HOME SALES.
MOBILE HOME SALES: An establishment or site associated with the display and sale of more than
one [1] MOBILE HOME.
MOTEL: See Lodging

MOTOR VEHICLE: Any mechanically powered medium of transport designed to move people or cargo
including, but not limited to aircraft, watercraft, automobile, bus, truck, tractor, trailer (excluding a
MOBILE HOME), mower, tank, RECREATIONAL VEHICLE, go-cart, motorcycle, snowmobile, or allterrain vehicle, regardless of whether or not the device is currently functional.
MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICE AND REPAIR: A business enterprise engaged in the service and
restoration of any MOTOR VEHICLE, including auto body repair and/or auto detailing, which may also
include the sale and installation of automotive parts and accessories. This definition specifically
excludes MOTOR VEHICLE SALES and MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL SALES.

MOTOR VEHICLE SALES: An establishment associated with the display and sale of more than four
(4) MOTOR VEHICLES at any given time, and/or display and sale of motor vehicles in a quantity that
requires licensure by the State of Vermont. This definition also includes MOBILE HOME SALES.

MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL SALES: Any area of land, including structures thereon, that is used or
designed to be used for the supply of gasoline or oil or other fuel for the propulsion of motor vehicles
and which may include facilities used or designed to be used for polishing, greasing, washing, spraying,
dry cleaning, or otherwise cleaning or servicing such motor vehicles. This definition specifically
excludes ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION.
MUNICIAPALITY: The Town of Hyde Park

MURAL: A purely decorative treatment on the exterior wall of a building that does not have the effect
of advertising a product or service for sale or an agency, organization, or business.

Town of Hyde Park Land Use and Development Regulations – Effective July 21, 2016

144

PUBLIC ART: Art in any media that has been planned and executed with the intention of being staged
in view of the public-right-of-way, public building, municipal, state or federal properties, or other public
space, usually outside and accessible to the general public. Public Art includes vehicles, military
equipment, farm equipment and other similar items that are no longer functioning but intentionally
installed for viewing by the general public.
PUBLIC HIGHWAY: Any State highway and/or and any Class l, 2, 3, or 4 Town highway.
PUBLIC ROAD: SEE PUBLIC HIGHWAY

PUBLIC STREET: SEE PUBLIC HIGHWAY

PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM: Any system, or combination of systems owned or controlled by a person,
which provides piped drinking water to the public and which has at least 15 service connections or serves
an average of at least 25 individuals for at least 60 days a year.
PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD): A residential, mixed use, or non-residential development,
approved by the Development Review Board in accordance with these bylaws, designed and planned
as an integral unit.

RECREATION FACILITY, INDOOR: An establishment dedicated to indoor recreational pursuits
including, but not limited to, indoor bowling alley, theater, table tennis, pool hall, skating rink,
spa/gymnasium, swimming pool, hobby workshop, or similar BUILDING-centered, sheltered,
recreation. Such facilities may or may not include the sale of food and/or beverages as an
ACCESSORY USE.
RECREATION FACILIY, OUTDOOR: Leisure pursuits occurring on private or public land that contains
any structure designed to enhance those activities and which is accessible to the general public or
private membership. This definition includes, but is not limited to, organized courses and trails for crosscountry skiing, snow-shoeing, cycling, skating, fishing, swimming, hiking, running, horse trails, and
riding rings, and including camping sites and recreational vehicle parking facilities

RETAIL: An establishment that sells or rents/leases primarily direct to consumer merchandise
including, but not limited to, dry goods, apparel and accessories, furniture and home furnishings, small
wares, hardware, pharmaceutical products, magazines, books and newspapers, and food. This
definition specifically excludes motor vehicle sales, mobile home sales, and motor vehicle fuel sales.
RESTAURANT/FOOD SERVICE: An establishment whose principal business is the sale of foods and
beverages cooked or prepared on the premises and which may have facilities for on-site food
consumption, take-out service, and/or delivery.
RFI: Radio Frequency Interference
RFR: Radio Frequency Radiation

ROOF, ARCHED/BARREL: A curved roof.

ROOF, COMPOUND: A pitched roof having a double slope, the lower usually being longer and steeper
than the upper. Compound roofs include gambrel and mansard roofs, and are sometimes referred to
as “barn roofs.”
ROOF, FLAT: A roof with little to no pitch (less than 4/12), typically with scuppers or internal drains.

ROOF, GREEN: A building roof system designed to reduce rainwater runoff, heat, and glare to and
reduce energy consumption by mimicking a variety of hydrologic processes normally associated with
open space and employing living vegetation as the primary exterior material.
ROOF, HIPPED: A pitched roof with sloped instead of vertical end

ROOF, GABLE: A pitched roof with a central ridgeline and vertical wall ends.
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ROOF, MONITOR: Sometimes referred to as a Raised Roof. A pitched roof that has its center portion
raised (or pushed up) from the main roof, which is then is supported by the addition of knee walls (short
walls).
ROOF, PITCHED: A roof with a pitch of 4/125/12 or greater.

ROOF PITCH: The slant of the roof, represented as the ratio between the rise (vertical distance) and
run (horizontal distance) of the roof. The run is always expressed as 12 units.

SCREENING: Reasonable aesthetic mitigation measures to harmonize a facility with its surroundings
and includes landscaping, vegetation, fencing, and topographic features. The perspective to be used
when evaluating effective screening shall be from any adjoining parcel and from any point on the
adjoining parcel not more than 50 feet from the boundary line when the subject parcel is viewed from a
height of six (6) feet above ground elevation."24 V.S.A. 4414 (15) (B)).
SHOOTING RANGE: Any permanently located and improved area that is designed and operated for
the use of rifles, shotguns, pistols, silhouettes, skeet, trap, black powder, or any other similar sport
shooting in an outdoor environment.
SHRUB : A woody plant with several perennial stems that may be erect or may lie close to the ground.
A shrub will usually have a height less than thirteen (13) feet and stems no more than about three (3)
inches in diameter. A shrub shall not be considered a tree.
SIDEWALK: A paved, surfaced or leveled area paralleling, and usually separated from, the street used
as a pedestrian walkway. The paved section of the public frontage dedicated to pedestrian activity, café
seating, and other street furniture.

SIGN: Any devices, designs, trade names, trademarks by which anything is made known, such as are
used to identify or advertise an individual, a firm, an association, a corporation, a profession, a business,
or a commodity or product, which are visible from a public-street or right-of-way and used to attract
attention. Advertising products and inflatables are not signs and are prohibited by these regulations,
including but not limited to, wind flags, roll up banners, temporary banners, air dancers, cold air or hot
air balloons, helium inflatables and inflatable costumes.

SIGN, area: The total square footage or area of a sign mounted as individual letters and /or graphics
against a wall or on other structure. For calculations purposes, the area shall be completely contained
within a circle, square, or rectangle. The sign area shall be clearly defined by a boundary line, frame,
contrasting colors, textures, materials and/or combination of materials designed to differentiate the sign
area from the background against which it is placed. The area of any double-faced sign shall be the
area of the largest single face, on one piece of mounting material and the sign faces shall be parallel
to one another. V-shaped or curved signs are not allowed. V-shaped means that the two sides of a
double-sided sign are not parallel to one another or are installed on more than one piece of mounting
material. The mounting material for signs that are not wall signs shall not exceed 125% of the signs
maximum allowed square footage. Reflective decals or electronic message boards are not allowed.
The width of any sign and any supporting posts, poles or standards shall not exceed 10 inches. Posts
shall not count toward the total sign square footage nor be utilized for anything other than support of
the sign, except for installation of no more than one - Open flag.
SIGN, FREE-STANDING: A sign resting on the ground or supported by means of no more than two
poles, posts, or standards in the ground or a base structure made of natural materials, typically stone
or wood. The width of any pole, post or standard supporting the sign shall not exceed 10-inches. For
sign bases that are utilized instead of or in combination with poles, posts or standards, the overall
height shall not be increased above the height specifically allowed for signs and the top of the base
structure shall be no higher than three (3) feet from the average surrounding ground level and the
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bottom of the sign shall be no more than one (1) feet above the top of the base. The width of a sign
base structure shall not be wider than 125% of the sign width. Banner flags with the word "Open" are
not considered signs as long as they are attached to the principle structure or the free-standing sign for
the related business and do not exceed twelve (12) square feet in size on a pole not exceeding six feet
in length.
SIGN, OFF-PREMISES: A sign which advertises or otherwise directs attention to any commodity or
activity sold, offered, or conducted elsewhere than on the premises upon which such sign is located.

SIGN, PARALLEL (WALL) ATTACHED: A sign attached, painted, or otherwise mounted parallel to a
wall or other vertical building surface, which does not extend beyond the edge of any wall or other
surface to which it is mounted and does not project more than eighteen (18) inches from the surface
thereof.
SIGN, PROJECTING ATTACHED: A sign mounted to a wall or other vertical building surface other
than a parallel sign. Signs connected to a canopy, awning, or marquee that project more than eighteen
(18) inches are considered to be projecting signs.
SIGN, ROOF: A sign erected on or above the roof or parapet of a building.

SIGN, TEMPORARY: A display, informational sign, banner, or other advertising device, with or without
a structure frame, intended for a limited period of display and not permanently affixed to the ground or
mounted to a wall or other vertical building surface.

SIGN, WINDOW: A sign affixed or attached to, painted on, or erected on the interior or exterior of a
window, or within 12 inches of the interior surface of the window glass, with the sign, including any
stand, shelving, counter, or other structure, placed in view of the general public from outside the
structure.

SLOPE: The topographic gradient of any area of land, whether or not located on a single parcel, as
determined by the change in vertical distance or elevation (rise) over any horizontal distance (run)
which, for the purposes of these regulations is expressed as a percentage (e.g., 20‐ft gain/100‐ft
distance = 0.20 or 20%). For construction and grading purposes slope also may be expressed as the
ratio of the horizontal to vertical distance (e.g., 2:1).
SOLAR, GROUND MOUNTED OR ENERGY GENERATION PROJECT: a ground mounted solar plant
over 15KW, including any accessory structures, or any energy project requiring a CPG from the Public
Service Board.

STOOP W/ STAIRS: A FAÇADE ELEMENT wherein the facade is aligned close to the front property
line with the first story elevated from the sidewalk for privacy, with an exterior stair and landing at the
entrance.
STORE FRONT: A FAÇADE ELEMENT, most often for retail use, with substantial glazing, wherein the
facade is aligned close to the front property line with the building entrance at sidewalk grade.
STREET FURNITURE: Constructed above-ground objects, such as outdoor seating, kiosks, bus
shelters, sculpture, tree grids, trash receptacles, fountains, and telephone booths used by the public.

STORY. That part of a building above ground level between a floor and the floor next above. If there is
no floor above it, then the space between the floor and the roof or ceiling next above it. An intermediate
floor between the floor and ceiling, such as a mezzanine or landing, shall not be counted as a story
unless the total of all such areas exceeds one-third of the area of the floor immediately below it. Attics
are not considered stories. A basement shall be considered as a story only where the finished surface
of the floor above the basement is either more than four (4) feet above the average pre-construction
level of the adjoining ground or more than twelve (12) feet above the pre-construction ground level at
any point.
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STORY, HALF: The uppermost story, usually located within the roof framing, that has a clear floor to
ceiling height of at least seven and one half (7.5) feet for not more than 50% of the total floor area. If
the clear floor to ceiling height at the height point is less than seven and one half feet (7.5), the area
shall not be considered a half story, and shall be considered an attic. If the clear floor to ceiling height
is at least seven and one half (7.5) feet for more than 50% of the total floor area, the area shall be
considered a story.
STRUCTURE: An assembly of materials for occupancy, use, or display including, but not limited to,
buildings; swimming pools; ponds; mobile homes; antennae and communication towers; free-standing
satellite dishes with a diameter greater than thirty-six [36] inches; animal or vehicle jumps; flag poles;
playground equipment; fences; signs, blinds; bridges, boardwalks, docks, decks, porches, and patios.
The term “Structure” specifically excludes elements built at grade without a foundation or pier support
including, but not limited to, walking or riding trails or playing fields that are materially unenhanced;
compost bins, planters, sidewalks, driveways; and berms, swales, walls less than three [3] feet in height
as calculated from grade and assembled from materials native to the parcel (i.e. not imported from offsite) that have been rearranged or relocated on the parcel. The term structure also excludes elements
of wastewater treatment systems governed by the Vermont Environmental Protection Rules.
SUBDIVISION: Includes but is not limited to:

1. The division of a parcel into two or more lots.
2. Re-subdivisions, amendments to subdivisions, amendments to conditions of plat

approval, and boundary line adjustments.

3. Creation of easements or rights-of-way to allow access to landlocked parcels [the Act

§4418(1)(B)].

4. Creation of common interest ownership communities where parcels within the community

are subdivided.

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT: Any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement of
a STRUCTURE, the cost of which equals or exceeds fifty percent [50%] of the market value of the
structure before START OF CONSTRUCTION of the improvement.
SURVEY PLAT: A map or plan, drawn to scale, of one or more parcels of land showing, but not limited
to, boundaries, corners, markers, monuments, easements, and other rights.

SWIMMING POOL: Any pool or other STRUCTURE used for swimming (other than a natural or manmade pond), above or below ground level, that contains two [2] or more feet of water at its deepest,
whether for public, private, or commercial uses.
ROOF, ARCHED/BARREL: A curved roof.

ROOF, COMPOUND: A pitched roof having a double slope, the lower usually being longer and steeper
than the upper. Compound roofs include gambrel and mansard roofs, and are sometimes referred to
as “barn roofs.”
ROOF, FLAT: A roof with little to no pitch (less than 4/12), typically with scuppers or internal drains.

ROOF, GREEN: A building roof system designed to reduce rainwater runoff, heat, and glare to and
reduce energy consumption by mimicking a variety of hydrologic processes normally associated with
open space and employing living vegetation as the primary exterior material.
ROOF, HIPPED: A pitched roof with sloped instead of vertical end

ROOF, GABLE: A pitched roof with a central ridgeline and vertical wall ends.

ROOF, MONITOR: Sometimes referred to as a Raised Roof. A pitched roof that has its center portion
raised (or pushed up) from the main roof, which is then is supported by the addition of knee walls (short
walls).
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ROOF, PITCHED: A roof with a pitch of 5/12 or greater.

ROOF PITCH: The slant of the roof, represented as the ratio between the rise (vertical distance) and
run (horizontal distance) of the roof. The run is always expressed as 12 units.

SOLAR, GROUND MOUNTED OR ENERGY GENERATION PROJECT: a ground mounted solar plant
over 15KW, including any accessory structures, or any energy project requiring a CPG from the Public
Service Board.
SIDEWALK: A paved, surfaced or leveled area paralleling, and usually separated from, the street used
as a pedestrian walkway. The paved section of the public frontage dedicated to pedestrian activity, café
seating, and other street furniture.

STOOP W/ STAIRS: A FAÇADE ELEMENT wherein the facade is aligned close to the front property
line with the first story elevated from the sidewalk for privacy, with an exterior stair and landing at the
entrance.
STORE FRONT: A FAÇADE ELEMENT, most often for retail use, with substantial glazing, wherein the
facade is aligned close to the front property line with the building entrance at sidewalk grade.
STREET FURNITURE: Constructed above-ground objects, such as outdoor seating, kiosks, bus
shelters, sculpture, tree grids, trash receptacles, fountains, and telephone booths used by the public.

STORY. That part of a building above ground level between a floor and the floor next above. If there is
no floor above it, then the space between the floor and the roof or ceiling next above it. An intermediate
floor between the floor and ceiling, such as a mezzanine or landing, shall not be counted as a story
unless the total of all such areas exceeds one-third of the area of the floor immediately below it. Attics
are not considered stories. A basement shall be considered as a story only where the finished surface
of the floor above the basement is either more than four (4) feet above the average pre-construction
level of the adjoining ground or more than twelve (12) feet above the pre-construction ground level at
any point.
STORY, HALF: The uppermost story, usually located within the roof framing, that has a clear floor to
ceiling height of at least seven and one half (7.5) feet for not more than 50% of the total floor area. If
the clear floor to ceiling height at the height point is less than seven and one half feet (7.5), the area
shall not be considered a half story, and shall be considered an attic. If the clear floor to ceiling height
is at least seven and one half (7.5) feet for more than 50% of the total floor area, the area shall be
considered a story.
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY: A tower or other support structure, including antennae which
extends twenty [20] feet or more vertically, and related equipment and base structures to be used
primarily for communication or broadcast purposes to transmit or receive communication or broadcast
signals. The term “telecommunications facility” includes towers and ancillary facilities.
TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROVIDER: An entity licensed by the FCC to provide telecommunications
services to individuals or institutions.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER: A structure whose primary purpose is to support wireless
telecommunication equipment and which will extend vertically 20 feet or more. Existing structures such
as church steeples and agricultural barns and silos are not considered towers provided the mounting
of telecommunications equipment is secondary to another use.
TOWN: The Town of Hyde Park

TRADITIONAL VERMONT BUILDING TYPES. Building types common in 18th and 19th century
Vermont, as described in “The Historic Architecture of Vermont; Guide to Vermont Architecture” (1996)
published by the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation.
This definition refers to the external
appearance and style of a building only, as viewed six (6) feet above ground elevation from adjacent
properties and/or adjacent public rights-of-way. This definition shall not require use of specific building
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GOTHIC REVIVAL. The Gothic Revival style was first used in Vermont from the 1820s to 1840s
for churches, which were built in the common New England meetinghouse form but with
pinnacles and cresting atop belfry towers and pointed arch windows with diamond panes.
Churches from the 1850s to 1870s have the same features but often were built of stone. Houses
in the style, irregular in form or symmetrical Classic Cottages built in the 1850s and 1860s, have
steeply pitched roofs and wall dormers edged with barge-boards, molded label lintels over
windows and doors, and porches with octagonal posts.

GREEK REVIVAL. Inspired by the ancient architecture of Greece, the Greek Revival style was
the most popular 19th century style in Vermont, in widespread use from the 1830s through the
1870s, and later in remote rural areas. Residences (often sidehalls, Georgian plans, or Classic
Cottages), churches, courthouses, stores, and other buildings are detailed with pilasters, full
entablatures, and pediments. Most of the stylistic emphasis is often on the main entry -- a
paneled door flanked by sidelights and robust columns or pilasters, and topped by a transom
and three part entablature.
ITALIANATE. The Italianate style, influenced by the architecture of Italian countryside villas,
became popular in Vermont after the Civil War and was used mainly for houses, commercial
blocks, and outbuildings. Houses are either cube-shaped, with shallow hip roofs and sometimes
projecting pavilions or towers, or gable-roofed Georgian or sidehall plans. Features include
cornice brackets under overhanging eaves, rooftop cupolas or belvederes, windows that are
often paired with arched tops, and porches with chamfered posts and scrolled brackets.
QUEEN ANNE. Gaudy, colorful, and irregular describe the Queen Anne style, popular in
Vermont from about 1885 to 1905 for churches, public buildings, commercial blocks, and
particularly for houses. It is identified by its asymmetrical building forms, richly textured wall
surfaces, multi-colored paint schemes, unpredictable window spacing, towers, bay windows,
gable screens, and porches with turned columns and balusters.

TREE: A woody plant having at least one (1) erect perennial stem (trunk) at least three (3) inches in
diameter at a point four and one half (4-1/2) feet above the ground and a definitely formed crown of
foliage and a mature height of at least thirteen (13) feet. A shrub shall not be considered a tree.
TREE, LARGE: A tree having a mature height of 40 feet or greater.

TREE, MEDIUM: A tree having a mature height of between 30 and 40 feet.
TREE, SMALL: A tree having a mature height of less than 30 feet,

WAREHOUSE: A BUILDING used primarily for the storage of goods, materials, and merchandise.

USE: The specific purpose for which land or a BUILDING is arranged, designed, or intended; or for
which either land or a building is or may be occupied or intended.

VEHICLE TRIPS: A term that forecasts travel demands by predicting the number of automotive
journeys which originate from, or end in, a particular location. For example, leaving Point A to travel to
Point B is calculated as one Vehicle Trip; leaving Point A to travel to Point B and then return to Point A
is calculated as two Vehicle Trips. The total number of trips generated by a proposed development
shall be estimated by consulting the most recent Institute of Transportation Engineers Trip Generation
Manual or other similar credible sources.
WALL: The surface area of any façade of any side or face of a building, or portion thereof.

WAREHOUSE: A BUILDING used primarily for the interior storage of goods, materials, and
merchandise, including “Self-Storage” units for rental use and exterior storage areas on the same parcel
when accessory to a Warehouse Building on the same parcel..
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